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In April 2016, Bishop Paul Sirba announced a planning process for the Duluth Area Catholic 
Schools that “would unify their operations into one city-wide school with multiple campuses” 
offering a Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade continuum of education.  The Catholic school 
foundation in Duluth is strong. Dedicated faculty and staff work hard each day to provide high-
quality Catholic education for more than 600 students.  The current reality of a multitude of 
ongoing challenges suggests the time is now to build a healthier Catholic school presence in our 
community.   
 

As you will see, the fruits of the Called To Be One planning process go well beyond school 
configuration.  Filled with great hope, the recommended plan describes not only the unification 
and growth of the Duluth Area Catholic Schools, but also illustrates an engaging new approach 
to forming young people and families in the Catholic faith.  Inspired and guided by the Holy 
Spirit, the Called To Be One recommended plan offers a revitalized approach and commitment to 
providing high quality, financially stable Catholic school education and faith formation for all.   
 

 The key concept is community.  Members of a community are bound together by a common 
purpose.  The Called To Be One recommendations describe an active and vibrant community 
with a common mission and vision, achieving goals together with newfound strength in unity. 
The new approach, termed the Formation Model of Education, describes how the Duluth 
Catholic School community “guides students through Christ-centered intellectual, spiritual, 
human, and stewardship formation.” With a main focus on a personal relationship with Jesus and 
a community of support surrounding the student, the Duluth Catholic School calls on the 
community in our unified school to work collaboratively to serve the needs of education and 
faith formation for our students.   
 
 

Commissioned by the Catholic Church, the Duluth Catholic School community prepares 
lifelong learners who lead, love, and serve as Jesus taught – 

transforming our world one student at a time. 
 
 

 The above mission statement, enhanced by the Duluth Catholic School values, illustrate the 
lived culture of Duluth Catholic School and its relationship with the Catholic Church. Duluth 
Catholic School students, teachers, staff, families, and administrators will glorify God each and 
every day, reaching goals together and bringing vitality to the schools, parishes, and community.   
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After much consideration, the Called to Be One planning team confidently proposes the 
following school configuration: 
 

- West Campus Elementary at St. James Location including Pre-K 
- West Campus Middle School at St. James Location 
- East Campus Elementary at Holy Rosary Location including Pre-K 
- East Campus Middle School at St. John Location 
- Duluth Area High School Startup at St. John Location 

 
The permanent naming of the new school and campuses above will be an exciting, 

collaborative and unifying first step for the students, school community and leadership team. We 
have envisioned some creative ideas for how this may take place. 
 

We appreciate the opportunity to share with you the hopes and potential we offer in the 
recommended plan and encourage a prayerful study of the plan in full detail afterwards.  The 
opportunity to move forward with new hope and new vision has been well articulated in the 
recommended plan and supporting documents.  Though not exhaustive, we are confident this 
work can begin the beautiful journey of fulfilling the call to be one and moving forward as such.   
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